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Across the 7-month RI growing

season, our Produce Aggregation

& VeggieRx programs will deliver

over 44,000 pounds of locally grown

produce to 9,750 people, 97% of

whom are low-income. A collaboration

of SCLT staff, 28 farmers of color, and more

than a dozen partners, including RI's largest healthcare 

networks, Lifespan and Care New England, the programs are 

a powerful tool in fighting food insecurity, which affects one in

In recognition of the agency's long record 

of race-based discrimination in services 

and financial aid, the USDA paid out $2 

billion to nearly 43,000 Black farmers 

across the country. Farmers were required 

to document their experiences of 

discrimination - from ignored applications 

to acts of physical violence - in working 

with the agency prior to 2021. More than 

13,000 Black farmers in Mississippi 

received payment; in RI, just 2.

Acknowledging a history of 
discrimination at the USDA

Delivering more food
to more neighbors

Nurturing partnerships for a stronger Youth Program

SCLT Youth Staff gain hands-on agricultural experience and valuable work readiness

skills during their tenure as urban farmers and food system explorers. At age 14,

Aaliyah "jumped at the chance" to join the program. Now 18 and a Youth Staff

Leader in our Pawtucket program, she says, "This experience has been a huge

transformation. It's changed my attitude on life and brought me out of dark places."

The power of the program is thanks, in large part, to a long list of partners who share

our vision. Year after year, we're grateful to have worked with the Governor's Workforce

Board's Real Skills for Youth program, the RI Foundation's Black Philanthropy Bannister

Fund, Amica Charitable Trust, One Providence for Youth, the City of Pawtucket, the Providence

Rotary Charities Foundation, Papitto Opportunity Connection, Groundwork RI, the Partnership for

Providence Parks, Mary Dexter Chafee Fund, the United Way, URI, RI Food Policy Council, and the Northern RI 

Conservation District to deliver a dynamic program. SCLT staff continually work to build new relationships with 

diverse partners who can offer valuable perspectives to our Youth Staff as they move into adulthood.
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three Rhode Islanders today.

Read More
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Facing the final months of 2024, we can take great pride in the accomplishments

of the past few years, but we also carry a deep concern for the future of our work.

The wells of pandemic crisis response resources - major drivers of much of our recent

growth - are drying up. We find ourselves at a critical juncture that demands your

immediate attention and support.

SCLT’s programs connected 23,250 Rhode Islanders to fresh food last year, 97% of whom are low

income and 60% of whom received their food for free. Our Produce Aggregation Program, fueled by the 

USDA's Local Food Purchase Assistance (LFPA) funding, achieved remarkable things. More than 7,600 

nutrition insecure individuals received regular shares of produce through our VeggieRx program and over 

5,000 Providence public school students found nutritious, locally-grown food on their lunch menu. We were 

able to support 23 small scale farmers of color to earn a combined $190,000 for their produce – double the 

previous year's income - which was distributed through 12 community partners. When we piloted this 

program in 2016, 5 farmers sold $3,500 worth of produce to 3 partners. This year, we worked with 28 

farmers and 16 partners and will feed more than 25,000 people.

But now we face a looming crisis. Even as 49% of all Black and Latine households in RI face food insecurity, 

the LFPA funding that made these extraordinary efforts possible - along with many other federal, state, and 

local economic stimulus programs - is expiring. Without sustained funding, we risk a significant reduction in 

our capacity to affect change in our state's food system. This would leave dozens of small-scale farmers 

without a vital income source and thousands of low income neighbors without reliable access to healthy food.

We cannot let this happen. The progress we've made is too important and the stakes are too high. With your 

help, we can build on our success rather than watch years of hard work unravel.

Your support is not just appreciated; it's essential. We're asking you to consider making a meaningful 

contribution to SCLT's annual campaign in 2024 and to share the importance of our mission with your 

network. Every dollar you give and every community connection we make is a statement that food system 

equity matters. We're also excited to launch Give SCLT + Gift SCLT. Multiply your impact when you pair your 

donation with a gift made in honor of a loved one. Learn more on the back page of this newsletter and please 

keep SCLT in mind as you plan your holiday shopping.

                                                                                Thank you for standing with us during this significant time in

                                                                                our history. Your support now will help chart the course for a

                                                                                more equitable food future in Rhode Island.

                                                                                 With hope

                                                                                 and gratitude,

DEAR Friends,

Rochelle Bates Lee

Board President

Margaret DeVos

Executive Director

sclt@southsideclt.org

@southsideclt

Southside Community Land Trust

southsideclt.org

 

LET'S CONNECT

401.273.9419
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CHECKING IN FROM THE HEALTHY FOOD HUB

PARTNERING
TO EXPAND
FOOD ACCESS
IN OUR STATE

404 Broad Street | Providence, RI

BLACK BEANS PVD WEST AFRICAN SUPERSTORED'S SPOT PROVIDENCE

Produce grown by SCLT farmers 

enhances the mouthwatering 

menu at D's, featuring hot honey 

and Nashville hot fish sandwiches, 

waffles, and wings tossed in your 

choice of 10 homemade sauces - 

there's a flavor for every craving!

Farm-to-Table Menu

Now open for take-out, follow 

@bakedbeanpvd for your favorite 

to-go treats from Bean's evolving 

scratch-made menu, like salmon 

cake hollandaise, steak and fried 

green tomato salad, and caramel 

bread pudding. Drooling yet?

Open Wednesday-Sunday

Do you dream about your next bite 

of jollof, egusi soup, and fufu? Is 

there a West African recipe you've 

wanted to try? The Superstore has 

your favorite imports, from self-

care products to ingredients, plus 

fresh, culturally familiar produce.

Now Accepting EBT

Executive Director Margaret DeVos, Senator Jack Reed, City Farm Steward Rich Pederson, Board President 
Rochelle Lee, and Administrative Manager Tammy Kim. Photo courtesy of U.S. Senator Jack Reed’s Office.

Introduced in the 2024 legislative session by Senator Jack Reed, the EAT (Expanding Access To) Local Foods 

Act builds on a successful model that benefits RI food producers and consumers alike. At a June visit to SCLT's 

City Farm, the Senator addressed a coalition of local food systems stakeholders. "The EAT Local Foods Act

would strengthen our regional food system and help local farmers and fishers put delicious and healthy food on 

more tables while growing their markets. It's a win-win," said Reed. The bill would create a perennial grant 

program for state and tribal governments to procure local foods for distribution to nearby hunger relief 

organizations, leveraging government purchasing power to support local economic development, build resilient 

local food systems, and combat food insecurity.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the USDA created the Local Food Purchase Cooperative Agreement (LFPA) 

grant program and provided $900 million for food purchasing efforts, helping to strengthen local and regional 

food systems across the country. RI has seen over $740,000 in LFPA funds invested into the local food 

economy, with 58% going directly to historically underserved producers. This includes $190,000 paid to 

farmers in the SCLT network in 2023 alone, fueling our Produce Aggregation and Veggie Rx programs which 

regularly delivered free produce to 9,750 food insecure households last year.

Farmer Sienna Viette of Open Farms Retreat said LFPA "has not only provided access to fresh, locally-grown 

produce for our community, but also increased our resiliency as a small farm by providing a stable source of 

income throughout the growing season." Indeed, the EAT Local Foods Act aims to codify LFPA's positives, as 

Viette notes. "The EAT Local Foods Act would permanently provide funding to ensure small farms such as ours 

will continue delivering fresh foods to community members who have the least access to them."

Read More
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This holiday season, SCLT invites you to make a lasting difference in RI's food

system with our exciting new Give SCLT + Gift SCLT initiative! It's a powerful

way to double your impact: make a gift to SCLT and make a gift of SCLT.

As we start our 2024 annual appeal, you may give your gift in the enclosed

envelope in honor of a friend, coworker, or loved one. It's perfect for those

hard-to-buy-for individuals who value community and want to be part of the

solution to food insecurity in our state.

Your generosity will be rewarded. When you make a gift of up to $50 in honor of a loved one, they'll 

receive a heartfelt, handwritten card, welcoming them to the SCLT community. Give up to $100 and 

we'll add an SCLT t-shirt so your honoree can literally wear our mission on their sleeve. Contributions 

of up to $250 earn an SCLT tote bag, while gifts of up to $1,000 get both the shirt and the bag. For 

those honoring a loved one with a gift of $1,000 or more, we'll offer an intimate tour of City Farm

during the 2025 season. Items will be shipped USPS first class within two days of your order. Be

        sure to place orders by December 11 for delivery before December 25.

                Every dollar you give strengthens the resiliency of our local food system and brings

                    us closer to a more equitable food future. This holiday season, give a gift that truly

                       makes a difference – Give SCLT + Gift SCLT!

GOOD EARTH FARM MARKET

GIVE SCLT + GIFT SCLT

Southside Community Land Trust | 404 Broad Street | Providence, RI | 401.273.9419 | www.southsideclt.org

                       Experience the best of local agriculture at SCLT's Good Earth Farm Market. Farmer-run, the    

             market features an impressive array of hyper-local, affordable, and culturally familiar produce from   

       growers in SCLT's network. Visitors can explore a diverse selection of produce, plus houseplants, 

tropicals, and fresh cut and dried flowers.

This fall, shoppers will find kale, collards, eggplant, sweet potatoes, chayote, winter squash, a variety of 

peppers, herbs, and other cooking greens, 

all grown a stone's throw from the farm 

stand. Opening a year-round retail 

location at Good Earth Farm this fall, 

Sanctuary Herbs of Providence will 

entice shoppers with herbal teas, 

culinary seasonings, and other fine 

products between sips of their 

favorite tea blends.

1800 Scituate Ave, Hope, RI

Open Friday to Sunday | 10am to 3pm | May to November

The faces behind the farm stand: Philip Yang, 
Nayeema Eusuf, Kia Yang, and Christina Dedora

 

GIVE NOW
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