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The Grow! campaign will direct signifi cant community investment into fresh 
food, sustainable farms, healthy people and vibrant places. Through this 
campaign Southside Community Land Trust will:

Help people grow more FOOD for their families by building four new gardens 
and farms and building up the resources needed to maintain all of our 
properties into the foreseeable future.

Create much needed processing space so that more small, beginning 
and urban FARMS can get their produce to farmers markets, retailers and 
restaurants.

Rebuild our headquarters facility to meet the needs of the PEOPLE we serve – 
especially the young people involved in our programs.

Reclaim PLACES in our Trinity Square neighborhood that have been blighted 
and vacant for years.

People Places



Our Organization and Our Communities
Southside Community Land Trust was founded in 1981 by South Providence 
residents, recent Hmong refugees and Brown University students, to reclaim 
vacant, blighted land and grow fresh, culturally familiar, healthy food. 
They created the city’s fi rst community garden and gave birth to an urban 
agriculture movement in Rhode Island that continues to improve health, 
create economic opportunity, strengthen community ties across cultures and 
sustain our environment for future generations.

This vision has been embraced across Rhode Island by people who have 
generously provided the necessary fi nancial and community support to make 
signifi cant progress.

We’ve helped 
transform 12 
acres of urban 
parcels into 52 
lush community 
gardens. 

Over 3,000 
people eat from 
our gardens 
each year.

We provide land 
for 25 urban and 
rural farmers.



We co-founded 3 
farmers’ markets 
and 3 marketing 
co-ops to help 
farmers supply a 
growing demand 
for local food.

We operate 
3 production 
farms while 
providing 
training to over 
100 beginning 
farmers each 
year.

Roughly 225 
elementary and 
middle school 
children, as 
well as 15 high 
school youth 
per year, gain 
exposure to the 
fundamentals 
of healthy food 
while becoming 
environmental 
and community 
leaders.



Community Need 
Southside Community Land Trust serves people who live 
in some of Rhode Island’s most challenged communities.  
Most of our gardens and farms are located in South 
Providence – a dense neighborhood with more than 
20,000 people. The median income in our neighborhood is 
$20,239 and 22% of people are unemployed.  People living 
in the neighborhoods where we work in Pawtucket and 
Central Falls face similar challenges with median family 
incomes of $32,001 and as low as $22,902 respectively. In 
Central Falls over 40% of children live in poverty and in 
some areas of Pawtucket the percentage of children living 
in poverty is as high as 61%.

SCLT’s programs respond to a dearth of fresh food in the 
communities where we work, where most fresh, healthy 
and affordable food has been replaced by sweet, fatty 
and salty and foods that increase the rates of diabetes, 
hypertension, heart disease and cancer. Our programs 
promote sustainable agriculture as a way to responsibly 
steward our environment and respond to climate 
change. We help young people and adults to start small 
businesses, foster community and build a local food 
movement that includes everyone.



SCLT works with our 
neighbors to promote 
a local food system 
that increases access 
to healthy food while 
generating new 
economic opportunities 
for both adults and 
young people, building 
a more resilient 
environment and 
improving health 
outcomes for everyone.



404 Broad Street
SCLT has purchased a 12,000 sq. ft . two story building with 
street-level commercial space located just a few blocks 
from our current off ices. 

The building will allow us to construct a USDA-compliant 
food processing facility on the fi rst fl oor. It will be used 
by SCLT production farms and 20 urban farmers who sell 
produce in adjacent neighborhoods -where fresh, healthy 
and aff ordable food can be hard to fi nd. 

Other ground fl oor spaces will be let to local businesses, 
including fresh food retailers or other food enterprises. 
Retail partners will not only mean more fresh food 
becomes available on the Southside through a fresh food 

vendor or processor, but also will create new jobs in an 
area of the city where good jobs are hard to fi nd.  Our 
retail partners will generate rent for SCLT that will be 
applied to building operation costs.

Finally, our team will relocate to the second fl oor which 
has ample room for our expanding programs. The second 
fl oor will feature a new youth entrepreneurship center 
where SCLT Youth Staff  will gain life, job, and business 
skills while leading food growing and nutrition trainings to 
peers, local residents, and visitors.





Community Impact
The renovated building will add to the rejuvenation of 
Trinity Square in South Providence. It was constructed in 
phases between 1855 and 1882 and originally used as a 
horse livery. While many of its historical attributes have 
been obscured over time, the building is adjacent to the 
Trinity Square nationally designated Historic District. 

Located on the same block as SCLT’s Youth Enterprise 
Farm, the project will include signifi cant green 
infrastructure, public art and improvements – generating a 
new sense of place and a safe and welcoming environment 
for area residents, students and visitors.



Financing
The Board has authorized a three-year capital campaign of $3.5 million. We 
anticipate expending $2.5 million on the building and adjacent public space 
improvements. $1 million will be raised for continued expansion of our successful 
farm and garden network and maintenance of all of our properties. We are 
planning to complete these investments by the end of 2021. Funds are being 
sought from public sources as well as foundation and corporate contributions 
and individual donations.  

Sources

Individual Donations $1,300,000

Government Programs $1,000,000

Foundation and Corporate Grants $1,200,000

 $3,500,000

Uses

404 Broad Building Project $2,500,000

Farm and Garden Expansion $   400,000

Property Maintenance Fund $   600,000

 $3,500,000



Naming Opportunities

404 Broad St - $750,000 
Improvements to this building and its surroundings will lead to a 
transformation of both our organization and this corner of Trinity 
Square for generations to come.

Youth Entrepreneurship Center - $500,000 
Classroom and training space where new food system entrepreneurs 
can learn, create and thrive.

Farm-to-Market Center - $250,000 
A USDA compliant space where farmers can wash, pack and store 
their crops before taking them to market.

Kitchen - $100,000 
Just like at your house, the kitchen is where all the important 
decisions are made. Where the bonds of friendship and “family” 
are nurtured as we eat lunch together every day. Where we build 
community among gardeners, farmers, staff, volunteers and partners.

Board Room - $100,000 
The heart of our community. Where SCLT friends and supporters 
gather to steward the organization and advance our mission.

“Global Cooling” Parking Lot - $100,000 
Helping to reduce the urban heat island effect using permeable 
surfaces and landscaping while still providing a little space for cars 
and the people who drive them.

Seed Library - $50,000 
An artful storage space where thousands of organic heirloom, non-
GMO and chemical free seeds are stored for distribution to hundreds 
of farmers and gardeners every spring.



Food Enterprise Leased Spaces - $50,000 each
Three spaces will provide the setting for small businesses that serve the 
neighborhood and/or are owned by members of our local community.

Rain and Pollinator Gardens - $25,000 each
Important green spaces that help to build a healthy urban 
ecosystem for people and wildlife.

Living Room Art - $25,000
Not just a beautiful piece of art but a functional space divider that 
welcomes guests while maintaining a work environment that works.

Welcome Foyer Art - $25,000
Making the right, fi rst impression on visitors and friends will help 
ensure SCLT’s impact long into the future.

Each gift  of $5,000 or greater will be recognized in SCLT print materials 
and on our website. Gift s of $25,000 or more will be recognized on a 
major donor wall inside of the SCLT off ice space.
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Southside Community Land Trust
109 Somerset Street
Providence, RI 02907

phone: 401.273.9419    
fax: 401.273.5712

www.southsideclt.org

If you’d like to learn 
more about our 
GROW! Campaign 
please contact

Shana Santow
Development Director 
401-273-9419  ext. 103 
shana @ southsideclt.org



Southside Community Land Trust provides access to land, education, 
and other resources so people in Rhode Island can grow food in 

environmentally sustainable ways and create community food systems 
where locally produced, affordable, and healthy food is available to all.


