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Youth Staff

We reshaped the landscape to put more land into production. We 
helped more new farmers earn a living from their work. And we 
provided assistance to more people of all ages who wanted to eat 
good, healthy food. Here’s how:

Reshaping the landscape: We cleared more land on our 
incubator farm to create new fields for urban farmers who needed 
larger plots. We expanded Sky Hill Farm in Olneyville. We renovated 
the Somerset Hayward Farm on the South Side in preparation for its  
first year of cultivation. We also built a 72-plot community garden in 
Pawtucket, which will feed over 120 people when full.

Helping farmers earn a living: Our staff led workshops, trained 
apprentices and advised new farmers in-field to share best practices 
in sustainable agriculture. We also mentored immigrant and refugee 
farmers at the Sankofa World Market in customer relations and retail 
presentation so they could sell their crops. 

Engaging people in eating well: SCLT’s summer learning 
program for young children, our youth program for high school 
youth and our outreach to seniors shared the goal of encouraging 
people to enjoy nutritious food.   

At SCLT we’re always looking for new people to reach with this 
message and new neighborhoods where we can promote sustainable 
agriculture. At the end of 2016, we began a partnership with the city 
of Central Falls, and will soon break ground on a much-needed and 
eagerly anticipated garden. Our roots are expanding not only deeper, 
but across city borders, to spread a healthy food ethic in Rhode Island.  

With each garden and farm, we’re improving people’s access to fresh, 
affordable food, whether they grow it themselves or buy it from a local 
farmer. Your support makes all of this possible. 

In gratitude,

Louis Raymond    Margaret DeVos 
Board President    Executive Director

Leadership Southside Community 
Land Trust made 
tangible inroads, 
improving Rhode 
Islanders’ well-being  
in 2016. 
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CommunITY gaRdEnS & uRban faRmS
SCLT has transformed nearly 8 acres of urban land into 52 
community gardens and urban farms since 1981. This includes 21 
parcels we own or directly manage, plus those we help to manage 
in partnerships with schools, affordable housing organizations, 
religious and community groups. Four community gardens serve as 
neighborhood hubs where we distribute resources and offer free 
workshops through the Providence Community Growers Network.

In all, these gardens and farms enable roughly 1,200 people, 
including backyard and container gardeners, to grow their own 
healthy and affordable food. 

CITY faRm is a ¾-acre demonstration farm, a thriving center 
of biodiversity, and a living classroom for people of all ages who 
want to learn about environmentally sustainable farming practices. 
City Farm is also the site of our annual Rare & Unusual Plant Sale. 
Over two days each May more than 1,500 people come to choose 
among 20,000 organic vegetable starts, ornamental plants, and 
native pollinators for their own gardens. Throughout the season 
produce grown at City Farm is sold at three Providence farmers 
markets and to some of the area’s most renowned restaurants.

uRban EdgE faRm is a 50-acre farm in Cranston, RI. While 
the RI Department of Environmental Management owns the land, 
SCLT maintains it and offers affordable leases to eight sustainable 
farms. Their bounty helps fuel the local food system (and the 
economy) by stocking our farmers markets, restaurants and CSAs 
with tasty, fresh and exciting local food.

faRmERS maRkETS 
The map on the left shows four farmers markets that are important 
to our work. City Farm sells produce at the Hope Street Market; 
Armory Park features food grown by the Little City Growers Co-op; 
food is sold from the Broad Street Collaborative at the Broad Street 
Market; and at the Sankofa World Market, we help newer farmers 
aggregate their produce and provide them with market training.

Expansion into pawtucket 
and Central falls
Our first urban agriculture site in Pawtucket 
is Galego Community Farm. This space will 
host a community garden, up to four urban 
farmers, and an SCLT operated production 
farm. But this expansion means more than 
just building new spaces to grow food. 
We are also focused on serving residents 
through education, running a summer 
learning program for kids and teaching an 
adult nutrition course, all while engaging an 
army of volunteers in this work. In the fall we 
celebrated the wind-down of the growing 
season by hosting an annual Harvest Festival 
for the families and residents at Galego Court. 

Additionally, SCLT became a member of the 
Pawtucket Central Falls Health Equity Zone, a 
group of 24 organizations working together 
to improve residents’ health. Now, we’re 
looking towards the future and hearing from 
our neighbors in Central Falls about their 
aspirations for the Garfield Park Community 
Garden, slated to open in the spring of 2018.
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Our Community 
BY THE NUMBERS

OF OUR 

GARDENERS LIVE  

BELOW THE 

POVERTY LINE

25+
LANGUAGES 

are spoken in our 

gardens

32
FARMERS 

full or part-time  
on SCLT land

farm apprenticeship 
program
In 2016 we expanded our Farm 
Apprenticeship Program. Modeled on the 
success of apprenticeships offered at City 
Farm for more than a decade, its goal is to 
provide paid, professional training to aspiring 
organic farmers. SCLT placed apprentices 
with local farmers including Ben Torpey of 
Scratch Farm, Christina Dedora of Blue Skys 
Farm (both located at Urban Edge Farm), 
and Patrick McNiff of Pat’s Pastured in East 
Greenwich. Over the season, they participated 
in a wide range of farming tasks, workshops 
and farm tours. They also attended the 
Northeast Organic Farming Association 
(NOFA) summer conference. Each of the 
apprentices is planning on applying what they 
learned to form new farming operations.
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225
CHILDREN & YOUTH

participate in our education 
and employment program

PLANTS ARE GROWN FROM SEED 
in the City Farm greenhouse for farm 

production and the Plant Sale

PACKETS OF FREE SEEDS  
are given to low-income farmers & gardeners

PARTNERED WITH 

27
COMMUNITY 

ORGANIZATIONS

23
ACRES  

OF 
CULTIVATED 

LAND

3,000
PEOPLE EAT  

from 

85%
Food grown  
on SCLT land  

is available at:

15
FARMERS 
MARKETS
and delivered  

to roughly

100
LOCAL 

RESTAURANTS  
AND FOOD 

BUSINESSES

6
CSAs 

(Community Supported 

Agriculture Shares)

and through

25,000+ 

2,000+

52
COMMUNITY 

GARDENS  
in SCLT’s  
network

farm to 
market



uRban agRICuLTuRE 
SCLT expanded the perimeter of Sky Hill Farm in Olneyville and installed a 
new fence and public art created by particpants in The Steel Yard’s paid job 
readiness program. 

In year two of managing Galego Community Farm in Pawtucket we 
manually cleared invasive knotweed, secured a contract from USDA 
and NRCS to install a pollinator habitat, and contracted Groundworks 
Providence to build 72 community garden beds, including 4 raised beds for 
easy access by those who have trouble bending or kneeling. 

RuRaL faRmLand aCCESS 
At Urban Edge Farm, boulders and brush were cleared from a 4.5-acre 
field, preparing it as a training field for urban farmers to expand their 
operations. Eleven farmers sought to lease land at the new field, and two 
were selected as the first tenants. Each has leased 1/4 acre for the 2017 
season and has the opportunity to expand in the future. 

As part of a USDA grant, in 2016 SCLT began convening partners to  
expand land access opportunities for beginning farmers. Project partners 
included Young Farmer Network, The Nature Conservancy of Rhode Island, 
RI Department of Environmental Management, RI Land Trust Council, 
Northern RI Conservation District, and Land for Good. 

SomERSET HaYwaRd  
YouTH EnTERpRISE faRm
A previously abandoned lot located at Somerset and Hayward Streets 
was cleared of debris, regraded and the contaminated soil was capped. 
Contractors built a perimeter wall and filled it with clean planting soil.  
A fence and  irrigation system were installed and SCLT’s youth staff  
planted their first crop of garlic.

bETTER HEaLTH & gaRdEnS 
SCLT hosted nutrition training courses with Miriam Hospital’s Dr. Mary 
Flynn and community partners including the Genesis Center, the Providence 
Parent Academy, Youth in Action, and Lifespan Community Health 
Institute. We provided healthy cooking demonstrations throughout the year. 
SCLT’s summer youth programs also focused on food’s cultural role and 
using STEM-based approaches to connect food and the environment. 

CompoSTIng 
We continued to collect and compost food scraps and other organic 
material at City Farm, which enriched the Farm’s soil for the current 
growing season. In 2016 we brought in over 12 tons of organic matter, 
making City Farm the largest composting operation in Providence.

Impact
WHAT WE DO
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Usually it takes between several months to a 
year or more to build a new garden or urban 
farm (including design, planning, funding, 
installation and planting). So, when a garden 
for the nonprofit Higher Ground International 
was built within two months, some of their 
clients called it a miracle.

Higher Ground was founded by Henrietta 
White-Holder, a powerful force of nature 
born in Liberia and raised in Providence. 
Her organization works to empower West 
African refugees as well as those seeking 
peace and prosperity in Liberia. Henrie, as 
she is known, came to us with a proposal 
to build four raised beds where her elders 
could grow traditional West African produce 
at the organization’s Rukyia Center on Prairie 
Avenue. Within weeks, we partnered with 
Amos House to combine resources and labor, 
and the beds were quickly built.

To learn more about Higher Ground, go to 
their website (www.highergroundintl.org) 
or their Facebook page, where you can see 
a video of one of the elders singing in her 
native dialect as she works in her new  
garden bed.

west african elders  
can now grow food  
at Higher ground



InComE

Contributions  $ 292,966 

Government Revenue  $  378,084

Earned Revenue  $  241,085

TOTAL INCOME  $ 912,135

ExpEnSE

Programs  $  549,156

Administration  $    94,555 

Development  $  154,620

TOTAL EXPENSE  $ 798,331

TOTAL ASSETS $ 1,633,212

CURRENT ASSETS $   538,844

FIXED ASSETS $ 1,027,099 

INVESTMENTS & OTHER ASSETS $    67,269 

TOTAL L IABIL IT IES  & EQUITY $1,633,212

LIABILITIES $    11,336

EQUITY $1,621,876

NET INCOME      $  113,804

Invested
2016 FINANCIALS
Southside Community Land Trust Data*

DEVELOPMENT 
19.36%

PROGRAMS 
68.8%

EARNED 
REVENUE
26.4%

ADMINISTRATION
11.84%

GOVERNMENT 
REVENUE
41.5%

CONTRIBUTIONS 
32.1%

*Unaudited
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Commitment
PHILANTHROPIC SUPPORT

Southside Community Land Trust is deeply grateful to hundreds of contributors who generously support our work each year. The 
following is a list of individuals, businesses, foundations and government entities that contributed $250 or more to SCLT in 2016:

$25,000 and above
Amica Companies Foundation
Anonymus
Merck Family Fund
Pawtucket Housing Authority
United Way of Rhode Island
USDA Farmers Market Promotion Program
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA Office of Advocacy & Outreach
US Office of Refugee Resettlement

$10,000–$24,999
The Cameron & Jane Baird Foundation
Citizens Bank
Island Foundation
June Rockwell Levy Foundation
Local Initiatives Support Corporation 
Local Agriculture & Seafood Act 
The Philip & Muriel Berman Foundation

$5,000–$9,999
The Champlin Foundation
City of Providence
Empire Loan /Empire Guitars
IGT
Leslie & Bryan Lorber
Vera Metcalf
Pacifica Foundation
Mary & Richard Worrell

$2,500–$4,999
ADDD Fund of the Rhode Island Foundation
Anne & Philip Carty
Alice Berresheim & Davide Dukcevich
Commerce RI
Suzanne & Almon Hall
Anna & Cyrus Highsmith
Jennifer & Andrew Jencks
Rebecca & Barry Preston
Providence College
Paula & Jeremy Sager
Textron Charitable Trust
The Grange, Garden Grille & Wildflour
The Rhode Island Foundation
Sarah Whitehead

$1,000–$2,499
Kristi & Lucien Agniel, Jr.
Bank RI
Stephen Benjamin
Blue Cross Blue Shield of RI
Bottles Fine Wines
Dexter Donation
Mikel Folcarelli & John Gwynne Jr.
Patricia Fuller & Tom Oakes
Rita & Jonthan Gewirz
Lucia Gill Case & Peter Gill Case
Sarah H. Godfrey
The Howard Bayne Fund
Karen & Michael Isenberg

Mary Ann & Joseph Bevilacqua, MD
Phoebe Blake & Peter McClure
Charles Boisseau
Jennifer & Douglass Boone
Anna & Andrew Browder
Mary Chace
Karen & Dennis Champagne
Chex Finer Foods
City Kitty Veterinary Care For Cats
Barbara Ann & David S. Cook
Judith & Murray S. Danforth III
Renamarie & Robert A. DiMuccio
Eastside Marketplace
Eat Drink RI
Karen Morin
Embee Studio
Friends of Brown St. Park, Inc.
Frog & Toad
Fraser & James Gilbane
Gracie’s
Edward & Polly Handy
Janice C. Hannert
Brooke Havens & Spencer Foote
Donna Heroux-Everson
Mary & William Hollinshead III, MD
Nancy Howard & Mary Miller
Sherrill & Ken Hunnibell
Kempf Langmuir Fund
Benjamin Ledsham
Brooke & Eugene Lee
Melissa Ludwig
Martha Moore
Moran Shipping Agencies, Inc.
Mullen Scorpio Cerilli
Elizabeth Q. Nacar
Mary Parris
Patois Catering
Marc Paulhus
Kathryn E. & Aidan Petrie
Rhode Island School of Design
Krystine Ritzen
Micah Salkind & Ted McGuire
Salted Slate
Terry & George Seidel
Jane R. Sharp & Charles R. Rardin
Michelle Sheehan & Richard  Pederson
Katharine & Irving Sheldon
Naoko Shibusawa & E. Andrew Lohmeier
Deborah & Matthew Shuster
Brett Smiley & Jim DeRentis
Marjorie W. Smith
Sodexo School Services
The Dean Hotel
The Steel Yard
Victoria Voorhees Valentine & William Hutchinson
Paul Van Zuiden
Nancy Weiss-Fried & Herbert Fried
Whiskey RI
Kim Winslow

Diana & Donald Jackson
Sarah Kern & Charles A. Black
Loredana & Stephen Lister
Mary Dexter Chafee Fund
Marcia & Patrick Mattingly
Ruth Mullen
Mary & Paul Pyne
Margaret Radigan
RI Agricultural Council
Robinson & Cole LLP
Manya Rubinstein & Clay Rockefeller
Deborah Schimberg & Kevin Neel
Peggy & Henry Sharpe
The Smith Fund
State of Rhode Island Legislative Grant
Jyothi & Shivan Subramaniam
Michelle Walker
Naida Weisberg
Linda & Edward Wood

$500–$999
Ian Barnacle
Bethany O. Photography
Amy Borak
Capital Properties Inc.
Terry Carragher
CharterCARE Health Partners
Timothy Davis
Jane Driver & Robert E. Dupre, Jr.
Shannon & Peter Fallon
Maia & Donald Farish
Festival Ballet Providence
Merle & Stanley Goldstein
Harvey Family Fund
Juanita Sánchez Community Fund
Melissa & Tim Kearns
Margaret & Peter Lacouture
The McQue Fund
Steven McCloy
Microsoft Matching Gift Program
Rebecca Murray
Drake Patten & Wright Deter
Cynthia B. Patterson
Judith & Richard Plotz
Ricci Family Fund
Seven Stars Bakery
Rebecca A. Silliman, M.D., PhD
Ondine & Todd Sniffin
Kimberly & Carl Hirsch
Stock Culinary Market LLC
Terry Sullivan
Andrea E. Toon & Joel H. Cohen
Cary Twichell
Stephen Vadnais

$250–$499
Acacia Cafe
Anonymous 
Stephanie Avila & Andrew Levinson
Alice Benedict & Caldwell Smith, MD
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